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1. What is the role of local data in health 
improvement efforts?

2. What is available now--local and statewide?

3. What are the gaps and limitations?

4. What is the AK DHSS vision for improved 
data access? 

Overview
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The Value of Local Health Data

• A tool for improving your community’s health by 
identifying resources and setting priorities.

• the SPARK PLUG for your local health improvement 
ENGINE! (from Community Health Status Indicators project)

• Achieving gains in the nation’s health will require a 
robust and useful set of indicators that are made 
available both nationally and locally, and can 
promote impactful strategies and actions by the 
US health system. (from the IOM’s report:  For the Public’s Health)
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How Communities Can Use Local Data

• Celebrate successes

• Learn from neighboring regions

• Drive the discussion of health as a community 
priority

• Help prioritize among many health goals

• Build community partnerships

• Include data as part of existing health 
community assessment efforts (e.g., MAPP)
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Current Data Resources—Statewide

 Behavioral risk factor data (youth and adults)

 Alaska Bureau of Vital Statistics web & print 
reports (state, census area/borough)

 AK Health Care Data Book (2007)

 DPH Health Status Indicators Report

 Alaska Maternal and Child Health Data Book

 Alaska Scorecard (Comprehensive Mental Health 
Plan)

 Epidemiology Bulletins

 Various periodic program-specific reports
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 Alaska Health Care Data Book 2007 – contains 
census area/borough level data organized by 
labor market area where available (also used by 
Public Health Nursing and Communities for 
MAPP Projects)

 One-off reports to MOA, KPB, FNSB, Mat-Su

 Regional tobacco fact sheets (1-time)

 Health Care Directories

No system in place to meet recurring needs of 
communities

Current Resources—Community-Level
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BRFSS Annual Report
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YRBS Online Charts, Reports
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Division of Public Health Annual
Health Status Indicators Report
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Health Care Data Book

• Demographics, Social and Economic Profiles
• Population Health Status and Risk Profiles
• Health Care Workforce and Shortages
• Health Care Resources
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Some print, some web-based

Other Statewide, Regional Resources
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Health-related data 
crosses departments, 
divisions, and programs
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• Alaska Scorecard of key 
indicators

• Developed for 
presentations to 
legislature

• “Drill down” provides 
trends and links to other 
resources



What are gaps and limitations?

• Resource constraints limit updates to printed 
reports and websites

• Communities want local data
– Resources insufficient to make local data available 

– Some data has to be suppressed due to small 
populations

• Mapping options are not yet available for 
DHSS web pages

• No system in place to meet recurring needs of 
communities
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• Web-based data dissemination system

– Indicator-Based Information System for 
Public Health (IBIS-PH)

A Vision for Health Data Dissemination
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• Benefits
– “One stop shopping” --appropriate to the breadth of 

public health data

– Efficiency--alleviates demand for one-off reports, 
analyst time

– Puts data in the hands of more users

– Presents data in multiple ways
• pre-defined one-pagers

• active query capabilities

• Links to maps

– “Free ware” with Community of Practice for support

– Makes local data more easily accessible

IBIS-PH
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• Investments thus far

– Server and analysis software

– Training

– Staff time

• What it would take to fully support IBIS-PH

– Increased personnel

– Expert TA

– Additional software and hardware

– Coordination with IT and network support

IBIS-PH
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• Demo

IBIS-PH
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Thank You

Andrea Fenaughty, Ph.D.

• Andrea.Fenaughty@Alaska.gov

• 269-8025

Charles Utermohle, Ph.D.

• Charles.Utermohle@Alaska.gov

• 269-8030
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